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BOOK NOTICES 



The Mythology of All Races. Edited by Louis 
Herbert Gray. 13 vols. Boston: Marshall 
Jones Co., 1916. $6.00 per vol. 

This series promises to be one of the great 
monuments of the history of religions. Its vari- 
ous volumes are the work of experts and are 
individual monographs of great value. The 
completed set will put at the disposal of the 
general reader exactly the sort of information 
he requires for an understanding of the mythol- 
ogy of the world. 

The value of the text is still further increased 
by the wealth of illustrations, many of them in 
color, which reproduce the original works of 
art in which the various theological views are 
expressed. 

At the present time there have appeared 
Vol. I, The Mythology of Greece and Rome, by 
Professor William Sherwood Fox, of Princeton; 
Vol. VI, Indian and Iranian Mythology, respec- 
tively by Professor A. Berriedale Keith, of 
Edinburgh, and Professor Albert J. Carnoy, of 
Louvain; Vol. IX, Oceanic Mythology, covering 
the myths of the islands of the eastern seas, by 
Professor Roland B. Dixon, of Harvard; and 
Vol. X, North American Mythology, by Professor 
Hartley Burr Alexander, of the University of 
Nebraska. 

It is impossible to enter into a discussion of 
each one of these volumes. It is enough to call 
attention to the admirable analysis of material, 
its readable style, the mass of notes and bib- 
liography which are carried as a sort of appendix 
to each volume. 

The series is a credit, not alone to the authors, 
but to the publisher and to the general editor, 
Professor Louis Herbert Gray. 



The Light of Truth as Revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures. By Levi Rightmyer. Boston: 
Sherman, French, & Co., 1016. Pp. 967. 
^2.75- 

The Dualism of Eternal Life. By S. S. Craig. 
Rochester: S. S. Craig, 1916. Pp. 252. 

When Christ Comes Again. By George P. 
Eckman. New York: Abingdon Press, 
1917. Pp.287. $1.25. 

The volume by Mr. Rightmyer is described 
in the publishers' announcement as "colossal." 
The adjective is well chosen. Through nearly 
a thousand pages the author has struggled to 
make plain the truth which comes to the man 
"from whose faith the veil is raised which now 
enshrouds the nations of the earth." This will 
not really be lifted, he holds, until after the 



second coming of Christ. The volume seems 
to be an attempt to develop original ideas with 
Scripture as proofs. There are few texts of the 
Scriptures, apparently, which have not been 
treated ingeniously and illegitimately. The 
book is an amazing exhibition of industry, the 
result of which is all but unreadable in its prolix- 
ity and discursiveness, as well as in its contortion 
of biblical truth. 

Another book of less volume, but of no better 
sense, is that of Pastor S. S. Craig. The author 
has described what he believes to be truth in 
numberless passages of Scripture. It is a little 
difficult to discover what this truth is, but on 
the whole it seems to be a view that the heathen 
will have a chance in the intermediate state to 
repent. As a contribution to serious biblical 
study the book is negligible. 

A very different book is that of Dr. Eckman. 
It is, as he says, "a plain book for plain people." 
Its first main topic is "The Right Use of the 
Bible," and this right use of the Bible is that of 
devout scholarship. Dr. Eckman has some 
telling words for false prophets who give their 
imagination loose rein, and ventures to describe 
the pre-millenarianists as "absolutely devoid 
of spiritual imagination." Dr. Eckman does 
not hold the extreme historical view that the 
second advent is "only a deposit or residuum of 
Judaism." He holds rather to a repeated com- 
ing, which is of the nature of a general process 
of Christ's spirit in the world. Christ's words 
to this effect he holds were misinterpreted by 
the disciples in accordance with current beliefs. 

Dr. Eckman takes up passage after passage 
and argument after argument of the pre- 
millenarianists. It is a sane book, written for 
people who want to be sane. It is to be recom- 
mended to those who are being plagued by the 
fanaticism of men who are distorting the Scrip- 
tures in the interest of the theory of second 
adventism. 

The Library of Christian Co-operation. Edited 
by Charles S. Macfarland. New York: 
Missionary Education Movement, 1917. 
6 vols. 

This is a series of books containing the reports 
and discussions of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America for the quadren- 
nium ending in the convention at St. Louis in 
December, 1916. No such elaborate group of 
books of this class has been published since the 
Edinburgh Conference. In them are to be 
found very intelligent discussions of the moral 
aspects of practically all the human relations. 
Three volumes are given to international rela- 
tions, possibly the most important of them being 
that containing the discussion of the relations 
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